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you had not agreed to let Princess Auguste many Beauharnais
I would have had her carried off by a regiment of cuirassiers/ l

The splendour of the victorious Imperator and the fame which
French arms had achieved by the overthrow of the two mightiest
Empires of Europe could not fail to influence the young Crown
Prince. Montgelas redoubled his efforts to bring him entirely into
line with French policy. To accomplish this he thought a visit to
Paris would be advisable. Ludwig was to be brought under
the influence of the splendour of the Court and the might of the
Ruler of France. The Minister hoped that after a few months the
Crown Prince would return with changed views and entirely under
Napoleon's spell.

Ludwig rather dreaded the immediate future, for Napoleon
had said to him: 'Your father will transfer his paternal authority
to me during your stay in Paris. I shall be able to have you
arrested, in fact I shall have powers of life and death over you/
With that the Emperor laughed ironically,

On i6th February, 1806, the Crown Prince arrived in Paris.
The whole Imperial Family including Napoleon received him
'affectionately' and showed him every courtesy. Ludwig took up
residence in the Tuileries. From his windows he had a wonderful
view over the park and the city, and his rooms were arranged in
excellent taste. As foreseen by Montgelas, festivity followed
festivity to celebrate the proud victories of the Emperor, and
Bavaria's Heir Apparent took part in everything. He did not
object to the festivities, but the hunting was not so easy. Ludwig
was a poor horseman and the Emperor only liked to ride venire d
terre. On the first occasion the Crown Prince gave a miserable
performance; the second time was rather better, but even so his
sympathies were all with the poor buck which was torn to
pieces.2 Even when parading through a town Napoleon went at a
sharp gallop, followed by his magnificent suite; many were
knocked down on the way but he did not even glance round.
At first Ludwig was invited to the ordinary shooting parties,
although he was a poor shot. He was thus afforded an opportunity
of admiring the ruthlessness of the Emperor who shot carelessly
and endangered the life of both guests and beaters. Marshal

1  This, like many other remarks about Napoleon, is taken from notes by King
Ludwig, bearing no date, under the title:   " Des propos et interrogations que
rEmpereur Napoleon a Unues.  Je Us ai . . . tous entendues de sa bouche."

2  Crown Prince Ludwig to King Max Joseph, Paris, 16th February, 1806.
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